Name ___________________________________________ Block _____________ Date __________________

AS: What Is It?
Katrina stumbles onto the thing in front of her as she was walking.  She has walked this path a thousand times in the few years she has lived here and had never seen anything like this before.  
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She walked around it, once, slowly.  It had a regular shape, sort of like a hexagon, but its surface didn’t look shiny and synthetic like plastic, metal, or glass.  Instead, it looked almost biological: sort of scaly and wrinkled and, well, something like a snake’s skin.  The object had strange colors, too: sort of purplish-greenish, with amber highlights.  It looked out of place in the mushroom and low shrubs along the path, yet somehow, it did not look manufactured either.

What was it? An egg? A cocoon? A type of mushroom? Some type of dormant reptile?  Or maybe it wasn’t alive at all.  It really didn’t look alive, but neither did it look dead.  She almost expected it to . . . but then again, she also wouldn’t have been surprised if it . . .
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR JOURNAL:

1.  What characteristics make her think that it is alive?

2.  What characteristics make her think that it is not alive?

3.  How does she finally make her decision?

THEN, in your journal, use your imagination to write a paragraph describing what you think it is.  Your paragraph should at least have a topic sentence, three supporting arguments, and one concluding statement, using characteristics described above as evidence.
