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Explaining Evolution
You may have heard that newspaper reporters are taught to include the most important information in the first few sentences of their story— the who, what, when, when, why and how of the breaking story.  Imagine that it is the year 2034, and you and your partner are rookie newspaper reports.  Here is your first assignment:  put together a short article about the theory of evolution in recognition of the 175th anniversary of the publication of Darwin’s book “On the Origin of Species”.  Mr. Louis, your editor, is pleased with your enthusiasm for journalism, but not at all sure that you have the scientific and investigative skills required to nose out the story, much less the reporting skills necessary to identity the highlights of the story right up front.

1. Write 6 questions, 1 for each word question, about Darwin and is work. Choose questions that you find interesting.  Remember, you are acting as a reporter, so you want to think of question that will attract your readers’ interest as well
a. Who __________________________________________________________________

b. What _______________________________________________________________

c. Where _______________________________________________________________

d. When _______________________________________________________________

e. Why _______________________________________________________________

f. How _______________________________________________________________

2. Develop these questions into complete questions that are very specific.  Remember, you and your partner need to think of and answer questions that will satisfy your skeptical editor.

a. For example you might develop your “who” questions as follow:  Who was the first to write about the theory of evolution?

3. Decide how you will divide the responsibility for finding answers to each of your questions.

4. Work individually or with your partner to gather and summarize the information required to answer your assigned questions.  

5. Take your questions and answer the publisher document layout and start working where to place each piece of information and the images associated with it.

In addition to the internet, another source of information about Darwin’s work can be found in your textbook on pages 103 through 113.

Your article is ready for printing.  However, your editor, Namely Mr. Louis/ Ms. Couto, doubt whether the story is important enough to print.  “After all,” they argue, “we refer to it as the ‘Theory’ of Evolution.  If it’s just a theory, it means that we aren’t sure about it.  Why should we pay attention to it?  What makes Darwin’s theory any more convincing than a theory that you or I might suggest?” You, of course, are horrified at the editors’ lack of understanding about the nature of scientific theories. 

1. Work with your partner to prepare a rebuttal to the editors’ criticism. Your response should include the following:

a. A definition of a scientific theory that demonstrates the error in the editor’s argument, and

b. An explanation of the theory of evolution’s importance to modern biology.

Information in the essay Just a Theory? On pages 136-139 will help you develop your response.
2. Choose one section of your article layout, preferably toward the end. Title it “letters to the editor” to present your refute of the editor’s comments.

3. Due date Wednesday October 7th, 2015.

