CRITTER PROJECT RUBRIC

NAME:_________________________________  BLOCK:________________
DATE:___________________ FINAL GRADE ___________

	
	4 (Advanced)
	3 (Proficient)
	2 (Needs Improvement)
	1 (Warning)

	Introduction and Thesis Statement

Total:______
	□ Introduction provides excellent context and preview for the essay.

□ Clear, supportable, and identifiable thesis that responds to the prompt.

□ Thesis is located in the introductory paragraph.

□ Thesis developed thoroughly throughout the essay.
	□ Introduction provides adequate context and preview for the essay.

□ Clear, supportable, identifiable thesis that responds to the prompt.

□ Thesis is located in the introductory paragraph.

□ Thesis developed adequately throughout the essay.
	□ Introduction attempts to provide context and preview for the essay.

□ Thesis lacks clarity and/or is partially supportable and/or identifiable 

□ Thesis does not respond fully to the prompt.

□ Thesis is located in the introductory paragraph.

□ Weak thesis development throughout.
	□ No identifiable introduction.

□ No identifiable thesis.

□ Thesis does not respond to the prompt.  

	Evidence and Support

Total:______
	□ Strong, supportive examples/details that demonstrate deep understanding of evolution of the critter.

□ Evidence strongly supports the thesis. 

□ High quality adaptation leading to speciation.
	□ Appropriate, supportive examples that demonstrate understanding of the evolution of the critter.

□ Evidence supports the thesis. 

□ Good quality adaptation leading to speciation.
	□ Supportive examples attempted but demonstrate a lack of understanding of the evolution of the critter.

□ Evidence does not fully support the thesis. 

□ Some adaptation leading to speciation.
	□ Evidence nonexistent, irrelevant, and/or inaccurate.

□ No sources or sources are of poor quality.

□ Little to no adaptation leading to speciation.

	Analysis and Argument

Total:______
* 2
	□ Provides clear, compelling, and skillful analysis of evidence. 

□ Thorough discussion of relevant evolutionary context.

□ Strong adaptations to habitat
□ Strong supportive arguments of adaptations to habitat
□ Correct classification of the critter from kingdom to species

□ Proper binomial nomenclature
	□ Provides adequate explanation and analysis of evidence. 

□ Discussion of relevant evolutionary context.

□ Good adaptations to habitat 

□ Good supportive arguments of adaptations to habitat
□ Good classification of the critter from kingdom to species (one error)

□ Proper binomial nomenclature
	□ Analysis is limited and inadequate. 

□ Basic and/or limited discussion of evolutionary context.
□ Some adaptations to habitat
□ Some supportive argument of adaptations to habitat  

□ Some classification of the critter from kingdom to species.

□ Some evidence of binomial nomenclature
	□ No analysis attempted. 

□ No discussion of evolutionary context. 
□ Little to no adaptations 
□ Little to no supportive argument of adaptations to habitat  

□ Poor classification of the critter from kingdom to species

□ Little to no evidence of binomial nomenclature

	Writing/

Organization/

Conventions

Total:_______
	□ Fluid writing sharpens meaning and readability. 

□ All paragraphs develop a single point introduced by a topic sentence.

□ Excellent sequencing, transitions, and conclusion

□ Virtually free of errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling.

□ Follows standard citation format (MLA) & Typed
□ Image is creative & adaptations labeled

	□ Clear writing supports meaning and readability. 

□ Most paragraphs develop a single point introduced by a topic sentence.

□ Adequate sequencing, transitions, and conclusion

□ Minor errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling do not impact readability.

□ Follows standard citation format & typed
□ Image is either not creative or labeled
	□ Awkward writing that impacts meaning and readability. 

□ Some paragraphs develop a single point introduced by a topic sentence.

□ Inadequate sequencing, transitions, and/or conclusion

□ Frequent errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling. 

□ Attempts a standard citation format.

□ Handwritten. 
□ Image is not creative and not labeled

	□ Rambling and/or incoherent writing which severely impacts meaning and readability. 

□ Few paragraphs develop a single point introduced by a topic sentence.

□ Lacks sequencing, transitions, and/or conclusion. 

□ Severe errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling. 

□ No standard citation format.

□ Handwritten. 
□ No image present

	TOTAL:

_______/ 100
	TEACHER COMMENTS: 

	Instructions
	Critter Project: Requirements
Read carefully about the habitat you have been assigned.  Conduct a quick search of the various organisms that live in that habitat.  Determine the various adaptations organisms must maintain or develop in order to be successful within that habitat. Once that is completed, you’re ready to create your own organism. Remember, this MUST be a newly discovered species. 
Directions: You are to create a new species (“critter”) with at least 3 adaptations that allow it to survive in your assigned habitat. You will name the new species, create a picture to illustrate what it looks like, and write a 5-paragraph essay to explain its existence. The following information should be included in your project…

	Introduction

(1 paragraph)
	-Background information is provided to establish the importance of the project. 

-A thesis statement that states the project’s objective & does not begin with "this project is about."
-This information should clearly summarize your understanding of EVOLUTION – the process that explains both the unity and diversity of life (hint: read paragraph on pg. 187-188 in your textbook)


	How adaptations arise
(1 paragraph)
	-A paragraph explaining how adaptations arise in a population and how they can lead to new species, using one of your adaptations as an example to illustrate this concept.

	Additional adaptation descriptions
(1 paragraph)
	-Describe at least two additional adaptations your critter has acquired and how they benefit the critter.

	Kingdom & Classification
(1 paragraph)
	-A paragraph describing the kingdom you assigned to your critter and why. Explain how your critter’s species originated. 

-Describe your critter’s ancestral line from species to kingdom (think KPCOFGS!).

	Conclusion
(1 paragraph)
	Conclusion:

Describe how your organism resembles all known forms of life.

	Image
	-Create an image of your critter with at least 3 distinctive adaptations for the habitat you have been assigned. You may draw it freehand or use digital tools. 
-Make sure your critter’s species has a name written in binomial nomenclature! 

-Label all adaptations in your picture.

	DUE DATE

Tuesday,

October 28th, 2014
	This assignment should be completed electronically and submitted on ASPEN. Work submitted past class time on Tuesday will be graded out of a B, work submitted on Wednesday will be graded out of a C, work submitted past Wednesday will not receive credit. As we come closer to Term 2, make sure you submit all work on time. Once Term 2 begins, late work will not be accepted. Plan accordingly.
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